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• The longest running, annual report on U.S. charitable giving

• Estimates for:

• Sources of giving
• Amounts received by type of organization

• Published by Giving USA FoundationTM

• Begun in 1956 by the American Association of Fundraising Counsel, now The Giving Institute

• Made possible by contributions from The Giving Institute member firms, foundations, and other donors

• Researched and written by the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 

WHAT IS GIVING USA?



GIVING REACHED NEARLY $450 BILLION 
IN 2019• Total giving reached $449.64 billion in 2019

• 2017, 2018, and 2019 are the three highest levels of total giving ever recorded 



THREE OUT OF 4 SOURCES OF GIVING 
SAW SOLID GROWTH



CHANGES IN GIVING BY SOURCE: 2017–2018 AND 
2018–2019, 2017–2019 CUMULATIVE  ( IN  CURRENT 

DOLLARS)



KEY ECONOMIC FACTORS ASSOCIATED 
WITH TOTAL CHARITABLE GIVING 

POSTED STRONG GROWTH IN 2019



TOTAL CHARITABLE GIVING GRAPHED WITH THE 
STANDARD & POOR’S 500 INDEX, 1979-2019  ( IN  B ILL IONS OF 

INFLATION-ADJUSTED DOLLARS,  2019  =  $100 )



GIVING BY INDIVIDUALS, 1979-2019  ( IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS)



2019 CONTRIBUTIONS: $449.64 BILLION BY SOURCE OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS

( IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS – ALL F IGURES ARE ROUNDED)



GIVING BY SOURCE: PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL IN FIVE-YEAR 
SPANS, 1980-2019

( IN  B ILL IONS OF INFLATION-ADJUSTED DOLLARS,  2019  =  $100 )



2019 CONTRIBUTIONS: $449.64 BILLION 
BY TYPE OF RECIPIENT 

ORGANIZATIONS
( IN  B ILL IONS OF DOLLARS – ALL F IGURES ARE ROUNDED)



EIGHT OF 9 SUBSECTORS GREW IN 2019



FOUR SUBSECTORS SAW DOUBLE DIGIT GROWTH 
YEAR-OVER-YEAR*



GIVING BY TYPE OF RECIPIENT: PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL IN 
FIVE-YEAR SPANS, 1979–2019  (ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION,  2019  =  $100 ,  

DOES NOT INCLUDE “UNALLOCATED” )



TOTAL GIVING, 1979-2019  ( IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS)



TRENDS FOR TOTAL GIVING, 1979–2019  ( IN BILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS)

Total giving as a percentage of gross domestic product 
(GDP), 1979–2019  (in current dollars)



INDIVIDUAL GIVING AS A SHARE OF DISPOSABLE INCOME, 1979-
2019

( IN  CURRENT DOLLARS)



CORPORATE GIVING AS A PERCENTAGE OF CORPORATE PRE-TAX 
PROFITS, 1979–2019
( IN  CURRENT DOLLARS)



THE NUMBER OF 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATIONS, 2008–2018
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